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PUBLISHER' S NOTE 

Few pcople know more about Lhc 
stallls of what is bcing builL in 
America Lhan Mary Jane LighL
bown. /\s assistant to FoRuM's 
managing editor, hcr assignment 
is to keep crack o/ evcry building 
which promi es to be worthy of 
pubi ica tion, to post the edi tors on 
its construction progress, and to 
arrange for photography ii and 
when the complctcd building is 
,elccted for publication. 

Although i\Iiss Lightbown relics 

on the help of two assistants, 
Gcrry Hurley and J ane J ohnson, 
if prcssed, she would probably 
confcss ù1at her most important 
assistancc comes from a 17-drawer 
file cabinct filled with cards-one 
for every building project sbe 
watches over. Each card shows 
tbc status of the projcct on the 
date of hcr last lener or phonc 
cali from the arcbitect, contrae
tor or owncr-and, ho pefully, 
wh~n it will be compieteci. Right 
now thcrc are aboul 2,200 carcls 
in this file. 

~fary Janc comcs by ber in
tercst in builcling (JUÌtr naturally. 
!lcr father, tbc late Coopc-r C. 
Lightbown, was a l)llilclrr ancl clc
vclopcr in Washington, D .C., and 
bcforc shc joincd tbc Fo1<U,\I sta ff 
in I 943, .sbc !md work,·d in be, 
fathcr'.s <JfTicc :ll cvcr)•thing from 
procl11rt s<.• IC"cLion 10 rlif'nl l'C•la• 
tions. ( Whi lc in Washington , slw 
alsn bought a church ruin ancl 
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rcmodclcd it into a bouse sbe sti li 
uscs in Dawsonvillc, l\lld. ) 

As tbc point o/ contact betwecn 
tbe cditors of FORUM and tbe de
signers o/ the buildings they pub
lish, Mary Jane probably com
municates with more architects 
than ali o/ the editors combined. 
lt is Lo her that architects de
scribe tbeir most promising build
ings cven beforc construcùon con
tracts are lct, ancl 10 ber tbey sene! 
blueprints, snapsbots and basic in
formation once the buildings ap
proacb complelion. So, it is not 
surprising thal most of eacb morn 
ing's office mail is acldressed lo 
Mjss Lightbo,m and that most 
office visitors are a rchitects. Many 
are loolùng for ber. 

Not ali of J\fos Lightbown's 
visitors are architccts. Many are 
photograpbers, who visit ber lo rc
port on their travcls, to teli her 
of intcresting buildings ù1cy have 
scen, and to negotiate pbolo
gra phic assignmcnts witb ber. She 
is responsible for commissioning 
ali of FoRu.r's photograpb)'
somc $25,000 worth a ycar. ( If 
you want to know whal architcc
tural photograpbcrs will be travcl
ing LO your part of tbc countr)' 
wbcn, shc can probably teli you. ) 

Like the ccli tor's juclgment of 
architccturally importam build
ings, J\l[iss Lightbown's systcm of 
kccping tabs on tbcm pays ofT fm 
foR u,1 rcaclcrs. Of thc 61 builcl
ings srlcncd by thc Amcrican J 11-
sti1111c o f Architccts for awarcls 
cluring I hc past fìvc )'Ca rs, 50 werc 
publishccl in Fo ,w., r, 38 of 1he111 
firsL or cxclusi\'cly. 

Ilulging though it is, thcrc·s 
stili roo111 for a fcw more cards i11 
Miss Lii:htbow11's fìlc o f pro111is
i11g buildi11g,. She woulcl be 
cl,•lightccl 10 hcar about yours. 

- J.C.11. Jr. 
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