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WALTER DORAN

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Few people know more about the
status of what 1s being built 1n
America than Mary Jane Light-
bown. As assistant to Forun's
managing editor, her assignment
is to keep track of every building
which promises to be worthy of
publication, to post the editors on
Its construction progress, and to
arrange for photography if and
when the completed building 1s
selected for publication.
Although Miss Lightbown relies
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on the help of two assistants,
Gerry Hurley and Jane Johnson,
if pressed, she would probably
confess that her most important
assistance comes from a 17/-drawer
file cabinet filled with cards—one
for every building project she
watches over. Each card shows
the status of the project on the
date of her last letter or phonec
call from the architect, contrac-
tor, or owner—and, hopefully,
when it will be completed. Right
now there are about 2,200 cards
in this file.

Mary Jane comes by her in-
terest in building quite naturally.
Her father, the late Cooper C.
Lighthown, was a builder and de-
veloper in Washington, DICSand
before she joined the Forua stafl
in 1943, she had worked in her
father’s office at everything from
product selection to client rela-
tions. (While in Washington, she
also bought a church ruin and
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remodeled it into a house she still
uses in Dawsonville, Md.)

As the point of contact between
the editors of Forum and the de-
signers of the buildings they pub-
lish, Mary Jane probably com-
municates with more architects
than all of the editors combined.
[t is to her that architects de-
scribe their most promising build-
ings even before construction con-
tracts are let, and to her they send
blueprints, snapshots and basic in-
formation once the buildings ap-
proach completion. So, it is not
surprising that most of each morn-
ing’s office mail is addressed to
Miss Lightbown and that most
office visitors are architects. Many
are looking for her.

Not all of Miss Lightbown’s
visitors are architects. Many are
photographers, who visit her to re-
port on their travels, to tell her
of interesting buildings they have
seen, and to negotiate photo-
graphic assignments with her. She
1s responsible for commissioning
photography—
some $25,000 worth a year. (If

all of Forul's

you want to know what architec-
tural photographers will be travel-
ing to your part of the country
when, she can probably tell you.)

Like the editor’s judgment of
architecturally important build-
ings, Miss Lightbown’s system of
keeping tabs on them pays off for

[Forum readers. Of the 61 build-

ings selected by the American In-
stitute of Architects for awards
during the past five years, 50 were
published in Foruar, 38 of them
first or exclusively.

Bulging though it 1s, there's
still room for a few more cards m
Miss Lightbown's file of promis-
ing buildings. She would be
delighted to hear about yours.

—J.C.ELL .
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TRANSPORTATION AND THE CITY

A special report on a vital design problem in the U.S.

SYSTEMS AND CITIES

Current efforts to solve the crisis, and probable effects

TAMING THE URBAN FREEWAY

New principles for fitting highways and cities together

HIGHWAYS

An M.I.T. team proposes a fresh way of looking at the road

SOLVING THE DOWNTOWN SNARL

Some realistic city plans for sorting out people and cars

FANTASTIC BRIDGES

An architect’s visions capture the spirit of speed

TECHNOLOGY: METHODS AND MACHINES

Advanced systems planning ; exotic vehicles and controls

THREE OFFICE BUILDINGS

Contrasting approaches in Louisiana, Ontario, Georgia

LE CORBUSIER AT HARVARD

Is Tus mew arts center a disaster, or a bold step forward?

SYMBOL FOR

SAVINGS

In California, massive piers support a mighty concrete roof
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